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   CLASS OUTLOOK    
 

The Roman Empire was the first great state system of Western Europe, and in recent times 

there have been many comparisons of modern America with ancient Rome. But any close 

examination of the supposed parallels reveals discrepancies, and both societies ultimately 

suffer from misrepresentation. So it is perhaps better to attempt to appreciate Roman culture 

on its own merits. This course examines the first three centuries of the Roman Empire from 

the First Consulship of Julius Caesar in 59 BCE to the death of the Emperor Constantine in 

337 ACE. This vast period witnessed massive fundamental changes in the political, social, 

religious, and philosophical fabric of the Mediterranean world.  

 

                         CLASS OBJECTIVE      
 

This class seeks to stimulate students and to educate them in the 

intelligent collection and use of historical material. Students are 

required to participate in the evaluation of ancient documents 

and materials. Class time will concentrate on the assessment of 

historical material through dialogue among students and the 

professor.   

 

The goal of this course is for every student, with the professor’s 

guidance, to research and to complete a fully developed 

historiographical analysis of a significant historical person, 

event or issue in Roman history. Each analysis shall include a 

formal classroom presentation and a formal written appraisal.  
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     Class Meetings      

Classes meet two times each week from 3:00 to 4:20 PM in Miners Hall, Room 301. CLASS 

ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED. Each student will be allowed a maximum of two absences 

without penalty. For each absence beyond the maximum, Twenty points will be deducted 

from the student's final grade up to a maximum of four absences. More than four absences 

will result in  a failing grade After November 2 permission to drop the class cannot be given. 

 

ACHIEVING THE CLASS OBJECTIVE   
 

Students can successfully achieve the class objective by preparing for class, participating in 

classroom activities such as the tickets to class, report evaluations, class discussions, two 

electronic tests, and completing a historiographical analysis of a chosen topic on time in 

four progressive steps: (1) research proposal, (2) oral report, (3) critiques of oral reports, 

and (4) final paper. 

 

The purpose of the research proposals, the oral reports, the report critiques, and the final 

research paper shall be to identify and discuss how the primary and secondary source 

materials deal with the topic assigned to each student. The discussion of historical source 

material shall include: (1) A discussion of the relevant primary sources for each topic; (2) 

What the primary sources reveal about ancient history and culture; (3) The strengths and 

weaknesses of the primary sources; (4) Besides the sources in the assigned readings, what 

other primary source materials help to illuminate the assigned topic; (5) The methods and 

approaches of the different secondary interpretations of the assigned topic and the primary 

sources that illuminate the topic. (6) How to organize the material into a coherent and useful 

course for presentation.  

 

Over the course of the semester students will work to achieve the course goal (the final paper) 

through a series of progressive steps. Students will be graded at each step.  

 

 
 

Step one will be to select a topic and to compose an initial 500 word research proposal. A 

research proposal presents a thesis, gives a concise prospective of the material that illuminates 

the thesis, explains the method for researching the topic, provides an outline for the project, 

and cites a bibliography of at least two primary and eight secondary sources to be consulted 

in the course of the project (at least one of the secondary sources must be an article from a 

scholarly historical journal). Initial proposals are due October 7.   

 

Following the submission of the initial proposal on October 7, each student must schedule a 

conference with the professor and an associated librarian to discuss her/his research project. 

Failure to confer with the professor and librarian will lower the grade for the project.   

 



 

Step two in the project will be for every student to revise and improve 

their proposal. All students wishing to gain credit must revise their entire 

proposal by October 26. Submission of the initial proposal by October 7 

will be worth 150 points toward the student's final grade if it is revised by 

October 26 to the professor's satisfaction. Ten points will be deducted for 

every day either the initial or revised proposals are late. Both the initial 

and revised proposals must be typewritten. 
 

 

 
 

Step three in the research project will be the preparation and presentation of an oral report 

to the class. Oral reports will explain the progress and results of each student's research into 

the documentary evidence concerning their topic. (Reports must be a minimum of fifteen 

minutes in length and not longer than twenty minutes.) Oral reports shall count 200 points 

toward the final grade. Oral reports will begin on November 2. For every oral report one non-

reporting student will be assigned to critique the quality of the research. (Critiques must be a 

minimum of 500 words) They are due at the class meeting one week after each oral report. 

Each critique shall count 100 points toward the final grade. Assignments of reports will be 

made by the professor early in the semester.  

 

 
 

 

Step four in the research project will be the completion of a thoroughly 

researched and correctly written, 15 page, final paper. (Completed 

papers are worth 500 points.) Paper must contain proper footnote 

citations of information sources and a correctly presented bibliography 

of sources consulted in the student's research. In researching and writing 

the final paper, students must use and correctly cite at least two primary 

and eight secondary sources (at least one of the secondary sources must 

be an article from a scholarly historical journal). Final papers must be 

typewritten. Papers are due on December 9, without exception  

Final paper must include a developed lesson plan designed to present the research material 

to a class of High School or college level students. Lesson plans are worth 100 points and are 

due December 9. 

 

 
 



Graded Participation: Student participation in the discussions among the professor 

and students plus discussions generated by the oral reports shall be considered in the 

assignment of final grades. Since the success of discussion depends upon student preparation 

and the free and open discussion of various opinions, all students must do the assigned 

readings before class meetings, participate in discussions, and act in a considerate manner 

when assessing the ideas of classmates. A lack of tolerance shall be considered cause for 

dismissal from the class. 

  

On class days when there are no student reports, to stimulate student preparation for every 

class, students will be required to answer an electronic question (Ticket to Class) about the 

day's readings before each class. Tickets to Class are due by 8:00 am the day of class. After 

tickets to class are posted each student must respond to the postings of their group members 

before 2:00 pm. (Participation in the discussions of the Ticket to Class is worth 40 points each 

week.)   

  

On class days when students report, non-reporting and non-critiquing students must complete 

a written evaluation of the day's report. Evaluations must assess the quality of the report's 

research, the quality and relevance of assigned readings, how well the report utilizes class 

readings and research readings, in addition to the overall quality of the report. (Failure to 

complete at least 90% of the in class surveys with a satisfactory rating will result in the 

deduction of 100 points from his/her final score.)   

  

Tickets to Class, report critiques and oral report surveys are designed to evaluate student 

readiness to engage the material. Student readiness depends upon the extent of the student's 

reading and research. For that reason students must complete two multiple choice exams 

during the semester.   

  

  Final Grades:   

 

Activities related to the research project make up two thirds of the final grade (950 pts.): 

research proposal = 150 pts.; oral report = 200 pts.; one developed written critique of an 

oral report = 100 pts; final paper = 500 pts. The other portion of the grade (580 pts.) will be 

based on the lesson plan = 100 pts; two electronic tests = 200 pts, and student participation 

in the Tickets to Class (7 x 40 = 280 pts.).  Depending on the number so students reporting, 

the total number of points may change.  

  

Final grades are determined by a percentage of the total points attained by each student. 

For example, 100% to 90% of the available points = A; 89% to 80% = B; 79% to 70% = C; 

69% to 60% = D: 59% or lower = F.   

 



REQUIRED TEXTS:                     

M. Boatwright, D. Gargola, N. Lenski & R. Talbert, The 

Romans: From Village to Empire  

 

R. Marius & M. E. Page, Short Guide to Writing About 

History: 9th Ed.  

 

D. Hacker, Pocket Style Manual  (Recommended) 

 

Selected Course Readings    

 

 

        Sample Research Project      

  

The Greek historian Polybius (second century BCE.) presents the following capsule 

assessment of Rome's overseas conquest during the third and second centuries BCE: 
  

    "It was because of their defeat of the Carthaginians in the War with Hannibal that the 

      Romans, thinking that the chief and most essential step in their scheme of universal 

      aggression had been taken, were first emboldened to reach out their hands to grasp  

      the rest, and to cross with an army to Greece and Asia." 

         

What does this passage tell us about Polybius' method of writing history? Who was he? 

Who was he writing for? Where did he get his information? Did he handle his 

information in a sound manner? How do modern historians judge his assertion that the 

Roman conquest was a fore ordained and planned accomplishment? Justify your 

conclusion.    

 

READINGS AND COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Date Topic                                              Readings                                                    

Aug.   24 Course Introduction  

           26 What is Ancient History? Marius, 1-47  

           31 Republican Background   Boatwright, 185-256  



 Sept.    2 End of the Republic  
Suetonius,  Remarks on Julius Caesar; 
Boatwright, 217-256 

              9 The First Emperor Suetonius, Life of Augustus chap. 8-70;  

Boatwright, 257-308 

            14 Augustus in His Own Eyes Res Gestae Divi Augusti  

            16 Meet in Library 204B Marius, 48-97 

            21 Roman Transformation Boatwright, 257-308 

            23 Tacitus: Historian 
Translator’s Intro. To Tacitus; Tacitus, 

Annales  1.9 -1.49 

            28 Tiberius: Emperor   
Tacitus, Annales 2.27–2.52,  3.19–5.5;  

Boatwright, 309-316 

            30  Politics and the Court 
Suetonius, Life of Caligula ;  

Boatwright, 316-320 

Oct.       5 Claudius & Imperial 

Government 

Tacitus, Annales chap 11- 12; 

Boatwright, 320-324 

              7 Imperial Women  

 

Research Proposals & Outlines 

Due 

Tacitus, Annales 13.1-14.13; 

Boatwright, 331-346 

 

 

            12          Nero Tacitus, Annales 14.14-14.65, 15.33-

15.47;  

Boatwright, 324-330 

            19            Principate in Action Lewis, # 1-7; Boatwright, 347-369 

             21 Power: Rome and Beyond 
Suetonius,  Life of Vespasian;  

Lewis, # 8-11 

            26 Five Good Emperors  

 

Revised Research Proposal & 

Outlines Due 

Historia Augusta: Life of Hadrian; 

Boatwright, 369-374, 388-402 

             28 Life in the Empire Lewis, # 8-11, 70-79; Frend, 4-23; 

Boatwright, 374-388, 402-426 

http://www.skidmore.edu/classics/courses/1999spring/hi361f/resgestae.html


Nov.      2 Reports Begin 

 

First Electronic Test  

 

               4 Social classes Lewis, # 12-14, 47-50, 70-73,  

118, 131, 133; Frend, 24-34 

              9  Roman Women  Lewis, # 91-103, 184, 185 

             11 City Life 

Roman Art & Architecture  

Lewis, # 37-41, 63-69, 74, 111 

             16 Provincial Administration  Lewis, # 8-11, 75-80, 90,  

124, 134, 176 

             18 Roman Military  Lewis, # 104, 105, 125,  

135-152;  

             23 Third Century Crisis Lewis, # 15-22, 24-36, 67,  

81-84, 106, 107, 109, 110, 112, 113,  

122, 126-128; Boatwright, 427-457 

             25 Government in the 3rd  

Century Crisis  

Lewis, # 122, 123, 125, 175,  

176; Frend, 115-140; Boatwright, 431-

458 

             30 Government and Religion Lewis, # 119-121, 161-176,  

178-181, 183, 186-190;  

Frend, 95-125; Boatwright, 458-486 

Dec.       2 

Roman Emperors 

 

Roman Law 

  

 

Lewis, # 153-160 

                  

              9 

 

 

Second Electronic Test  

 

Final Paper and Lesson Plan Due 

  

 


